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Who Will Decide Whether the Proposed Bolton Housing Transfer Goes Ahead?

Council tenants in Bolton will decide whether or not the transfer goes ahead. There will be a confidential ballot this summer to decide if homes should transfer to Bolton at Home, which would be set up as a not-for-profit housing provider. No one other than tenants will be allowed to vote. Where there is more than one secure tenant for a home (such as couples or partners) each will be able to vote. 

Any views from leaseholders will be taken into account. (Leaseholders are usually former tenants who have bought their home under the Right-to-Buy scheme but don’t own the freehold).

How Will the Ballot be Run?

The ballot will be carried out by an independent organisation called Electoral Reform Services, a firm that specialises in organising ballots and elections. Tenants will be able to vote by post, text and on-line over a four-week period. Neither the Council nor Bolton at Home will ever know which way individual tenants have voted.

How Will the Result be Decided?

The result will be decided by a simple majority of those who vote. If a tenant does not vote then they will not count as being either for or against the transfer proposal. 

Bolton Council and the Government will want to be sure that as many tenants as possible vote in order to produce a clear result. This is why it is important that all tenants use their vote in the ballot.

What Happens After the Ballot?

If a majority of tenants vote in favour of transfer to Bolton at Home, then the transfer will take place probably early in 2011. Bolton at Home would then own and manage your home.

If a majority of tenants vote against transfer, all homes will remain in the ownership of Bolton Council and continue to be managed by Bolton at Home. Any further changes planned for the future would need further detailed consultation with all tenants.   
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