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What Will Happen To Rents If Bolton Council Transfers Its Homes to Bolton at Home?

The Government’s policy is that there should be no unnecessary differences between rents for similar homes whether they are owned by the  Council or by any other social housing provider. The Government  have set a policy to achieve this aim by 2017. As part of this policy, target rents have been set for each home. Every year the Government imposes a limit on maximum rent increases which applies to all Councils and social housing providers.

The Rules on Rents For Councils and other Housing Providers

1. Over recent years the Government rule for annual rent increases has been: inflation + ½ % of the current rent, plus or minus a maximum of £2.

2. This year the Government changed its rule because a high inflation figure at the end of last year would have meant that rent increases would have been unacceptably high. 

3. Under the current rules however, the rents of councils and other social housing providers are controlled by the same Government policy. Therefore rents will increase by the same amounts whether or not the proposed transfer to Bolton at Home goes ahead.

What Is The Government Rent Subsidy System?

It is a national Government system that moves the income from Council rents around the country. Most Councils lose part of their rent income because of this system, and a few gain from it. 

This system only applies to Council rents. If Bolton at Home becomes your housing provider, it will be able to spend all the rent paid by its tenants on local housing services. 

This system is currently being reviewed by the Government and may change in the future.
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