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The Right to Buy 

Most council tenants have the Right to Buy their home. But they have to meet certain conditions. For example;

· They must have been a tenant for five years 

· There must not be an outstanding possession order against them.

There are also some types of homes that are excluded, such as; 

· Those which are built for a specific purpose such as sheltered schemes or bungalows for older tenants

· Homes with major adaptations 

The Discount

The price you pay for your home is based on the market value minus a discount. The discount is based on the length of the tenancy. The maximum discount here in the Northwest is £26,000

The discount cannot take the price below the amount the council has spent on major works and improvements to your home during the previous 10 years. After transfer this period increases to 15 years because of the extra money that may be spent on improvements. The cost of any major works that are planned, but not carried out at the time of the application to buy, can also be taken into account. (You may see this referred to in official documents as “the cost floor”).
What happens if the homes are transferred?

Any current tenant who has the Right to Buy with Bolton Council would have the Preserved Right to Buy with Bolton at Home This is a legal requirement and it makes sure that your right to buy is preserved after transfer for as long as you remain a Bolton at Home tenant.  

People who are newly-housed as tenants by Bolton at Home after transfer, would not have the Right to Buy. In other words only those who are tenants at the point of transfer have a preserved right to buy.
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